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Statement by Mr. Nirmal Raj Kafle (Nepal), Chair, Committee on 

Conferences, at the seventy-third session of the General Assembly 

 

14 November 2018, Conference Room 3 

 

Agenda item 139: Pattern of Conferences 

 

Madam Chairperson,  

Distinguished Delegates, 

 

I have the honour to introduce the Report of the Committee on Conferences 

for 2018 (A/73/32) in my capacity as Chair of this committee. The report covers 

the work of the Committee on Conferences in 2018 and was approved at its 

substantive session, held from 4 to 10 September 2018. The report also includes 

a draft resolution and a draft revised calendar of conferences and meetings of the 

United Nations for 2019.  

 

Madam Chairperson,  

Distinguished Delegates, 

 

During its substantive session of 2018, the Committee on Conferences 

considered the report of the Secretary-General on the Pattern of Conferences 

(A/73/93*). The report of the Committee reflects the discussions on all items 
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in its annotated agenda. Its substantive session afforded Member States an 

opportunity to engage with the Department for General Assembly and 

Conference Management (DGACM) in New York, and the other three 

relevant duty stations: Geneva, Vienna and Nairobi.  

 

On organizational matters, you will note that Member States participated 

as observers at the organizational and the substantive sessions of the Committee 

on Conferences. 

 

On matters related to the calendar of conferences and meetings, the 

Committee on Conferences reviewed and adopted the draft revised calendar of 

conferences and meetings of the United Nations for 2019. In addition, it 

recommended the General Assembly to approve the request of six meetings 

bodies to meet exceptionally during the main part of the seventy-third session.  

 

On meetings management, the Committee on Conferences reviewed the 

statistical data on the utilization of conference-servicing resources and facilities. 

I presented an oral report on the implementation of the mandate to consult those 

bodies that have utilized less than the applicable benchmark of their allocated 

resources for the past six years. In this regard, letters were sent from me to the 

presiding officers of ten calendar bodies. Furthermore, consultations at the 

working level were held on ways to improve the utilization factor. By providing 

guidance and suggesting improvements, this list can hopefully be reduced in the 
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future.  

 

Madam Chairperson,  

Distinguished Delegates, 

 

On documents management, the Committee on Conferences discussed 

the issues regarding the timely processing and issuance of documentation. 

 

On staffing, the Committee on Conferences expressed its support for 

signing more memorandums of understanding also for the use of temporary 

staff, particularly in understaffed language services. 

 

Madam Chairperson,  

Distinguished Delegates, 

 

On the improvement of facilities and accessibility, the Committee on 

Conferences proposed the General Assembly to welcome the measures related 

to conference services for persons with disabilities and requested the Secretary-

General to continue to address those issues as a priority. In this regard, 

DGACM organized a tour of the General Assembly Hall for the committee to 

see the improvements undertaken during the Summer in terms of accessibility. 
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On measuring the quality of conference services, the Committee on 

Conferences received input from the Secretariat on the feedback received from 

the global e-survey.    

 

Before I conclude, Madam Chairperson, I would like to thank the bureau 

and the members of the Committee on Conferences, as well as the observers, 

for participating actively and constructively, hence enabling the Committee to 

have meaningful and productive discussions.  I would also like to express our 

gratitude to Ms. Catherine Pollard, Under-Secretary-General for General 

Assembly and Conference Management, Mr. Movses Abelian, Assistant 

Secretary-General, as well as the Secretariat of the Committee on Conferences 

and all the staff of DGACM for providing support to the Committee throughout 

the year. 

 

To all delegates in the Fifth Committee, I hope and believe that we can 

continue to work in the same constructive spirit during the consideration of 

the agenda item on the pattern of conferences.   

 

Thank you. 

 


